Education
sense is new in the country, and the native teachers are still
few in number: but they increase year by year and begin
to look with disfavour on the contingent which, with
neat Beyrout speech and French clothes and city manners,
comes across the desert from Syria at the end of every
vacation and brings a general feeling of civilization which
their more Eastern sisters resent and imitate.
Among the various forms of pluck in this world, that
of these litde Arab teachers deserves a mention.
They give themselves no airs of feminine emancipation,
but at eighteen or twenty launch out alone into strange
and distant cities: they find their own lodgings and make
their own lives in countries where professional women
are as yet unknown and quite unprovided for; and they
do it with a cheerful enthusiasm which middle-aged people
attribute to ignorance and youth.
If their teaching is not very profound who shall blame
them?
It is, as a matter of fact, extremely superficial, and the
more so because most of them are unaware of less self-
satisfied standards. The praise which is so much their
due is relative, but this they are apt not to take into account,
nor is the distinction often enough made. That there
are things in heaven and earth undreamed of in their
philosophy never enters their mind. How should it?
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